! 4

NORTH DAKOTA ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SECTION
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH Goal Seal Center, 918 E. Divide Ave.
Division of Waste Management Bismarck, ND 58501-1947
Phone 701.328.5166 Fax 701.328.5200

www.ndhealth.gov/wm

FILE: North Dakota Brownfields Program

March 13, 2009

Dear Government Official(s):

This letter is to introduce you to the Brownfieliogram which is administered by the Division ofdi¢a
Management. The opportunities this program pra/fde North Dakota communities are exciting.

As you may already be aware, the U.S. Environmdatection Agency (EPA) developed the Brownfields
Program in 1995. The concept is to take contarathainderdeveloped, unproductive property and avitve
into productive real estate. Brownsfields sitesdefined as abandoned, idled or underused indlstri

commercial properties whose redevelopment is caaf@d by real or perceived environmental contaranat

Here in North Dakota we tend to think of Browndsdekites as large, abandoned industrial propestiels as
steel mills or large manufacturing plants locatedities like Chicago or Detroit. In reality, Brogfields sites
could be former service stations, dry cleanerspfées, warehouses, parking lots, hangers, lotgevheavy
equipment was stored or repaired, or bus facilitiBlsese sites could be changed from potentiailili@is into
successful developments that will generate reveandgobs for the community.

The Department has been active in the BrownsfiRgldgram since 2002 and to-date has made posséle th
assessment and/or cleanup of 38 properties thramdghe state. The Department has received itstl&tate
Response grant from the EPA. The grant can belséte Department for environmental assessment and
cleanup activities at Brownfields sites. Theséviis include environmental activities prelimigao cleanup
such as site assessment, site characterizatiositermegsponse, or cleanup planning and desigrréasahat have
an actual or threatened release of a hazardoutasgbs pollutant, or contaminant as well as thaact
remediation itself. Brownfields assessment fundy only be used at sites where there is releasejlstantial
threat of release, of a hazardous substance, & itha release, or substantial threat of relebagoollutant or
contaminant which may present an imminent and ankiat danger to public health or welfare. In diddi,
funds may be used at sites where there is a readmlieve that a release has occurred or is abaadcur.
Examples of sites that have been addressed byatesBrownfields Program include:

1. In January 2009, the former Good Samaritan Ngrsiome in Mott, ND was assessed and remediated
for asbestos floor tiles and sheet rock with fugdinovided by the Brownfields Program. The buitdin
is scheduled for demolition and the lot for redepehent.

2. In November of 2008, an abandoned auto dealevsitiipsoil contamination and leaking underground
storage tanks, located in Grafton, ND, was assemsgdemediated with funding provided by the
Brownfields Program. The property is scheduledcfanmercial redevelopment

We would expect that the city, county or local emoic development group has plans for the propéay t
involves:

1. Renovating the building for reuse;
2. Removing the existing building and rebuildingeawbuilding for occupancy; or

3. Removing the building and creating a “green wesgg space.” This could be as simple as planting



grass and trees, and placing park benches ontéhe si

We will prioritize sites should the number and il assessment costs for the sites submittedeelxaeailable
funds. We envision that factors such as leveboitamination and community commitment toward cleaand
redevelopment will be considered during prioritiaat

There is no limit on the number of sites an entigy submit for consideration under the progranmdfe than
one site is submitted, we ask that they be pramitiso that we know which are most important |gdali
redevelopment. We encourage city leaders and g@ntt economic development officials to discusepivdl
sites for submission.

We encourage you to visit our Division’s Websiténtip.//www.ndhealth.gov/wnand our Brownfields Website
which has our guidelines for submitting an applaratind also links to EPA’s Brownfields Websites.

Should you have any questions, feel free to comdactk Hall at 328-5166.

Sincerely,
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Curtis L. Erickson, Manager
Hazardous Waste Program
Division of Waste Management



